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A mix of old with the new 
District celebrates conclusion of “Back to the Future” project 

School officials and staff, students, families, alums and community members celebrated the conclusion of the 

"Back to the Future" construction project during an Open House event held on Monday, April 13, 2015. 

Many of those who attended marveled at how the 

district was able 

to merge the new 

additions and 

modern renova-

tions yet preserve 

the "old" that 

gives this 84-year-

old building its 

charm. For exam-

ple, a brand new 

Technology Lab/

Media Center of-

fers the latest and 

greatest when it 

comes to offering 

students technology. Even the desks are custom 

built to hold PCs or hide them when students are 

working on mobile devices such as iPads. Right 

down the hall, though, you will find the original 

wooden floor in the hallway. Original trim and woodworking as well as the terrazzo flooring were also kept 

throughout the original portion of the building. 

Throughout the night, many visitors paused to look and even take pictures of the class composites that line 

the hallway, featuring the graduating classes from 1930 to 1962. Central, which now houses grades one 

through four, served as the high school from the time it was built in 1931 through its last graduating class of 

1962. 

Nearly 200 attended the special presentation held at 6 p.m. where student ambassadors, Board of Education 
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Visitors at Monday’s community Open House take pictures 
of a family member who graduated from Central (then Davi-
son High School) in the 1940s. Class composites from the 
graduating classes of 1930 through 1962 hang in the hall-
ways of the newly renovated school building. 

Emjae Jensen and Giovanni 
Dimaggio III, with Principal 
Lance Harper, thanked the 
community for supporting the 
renovation/project at Monday’s 
ceremony. 
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President Kathy Sudia and Superintendent Eric Lieske thanked the community for supporting the $11.9 million 

project, approved by voters in May 2013. Superintendent Lieske also presented Davison Historical Society Presi-

dent Debbie Koski with a framed Fall Out Shelter metal sign that was discovered in the school during the renova-

tions. Fall Out Shelters were constructed as civil defense measures during the Cold War and were enclosed 

spaces specially designed to protect occupants from radioactive debris or fallout resulting from a nuclear explo-

sion. Mrs. Koski was also presented with a brick that was removed from the original building during construction. 

Central students served as ambassadors during the Open House and handed out programs and greeted and di-

rected visitors. Our Food Services staff prepared a tasty spread of cheese and crackers, sandwiches, veggies 

and desserts. 

For videos of the event, or to check out the program or PowerPoint of the project, please visit our website at http://

www.davisonschools.org/news.cfm?story=159161. 

 

 

 

 

 

Above left, student ambassadors 
greeted and directed visitors to the 
Open House. Above, Superintendent 
Eric Lieske presents Davison Historical 
Society President Debbie Koski with a 
framed “Fall Out Shelter” tin sign and a 
brick from the original building that 
was removed during construction. Left, 
visitors check out the view at State and 
Clark streets from the second level 
Technology lab. 
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Clockwise beginning with top, 
Katie Harper and retirees Andrea 
Harper, Carolyn Snyder and 
Sheila Russell check out the 
Alumni Room. A former student 
of Music Teacher Lori Bolton 
visits with her in the newly reno-
vated music room that now has 
a wide hallway leading to it. 
Food Services staff Ranada 
Lane, Head Cook Lori Roda-
baugh, Myra Lynch, Debra Hes-
cott and Chartwells Food Ser-
vices Director Jennifer Mieslik. 
Hungry guests help themselves 
to the delicious treats prepared 
by our Food Services staff. 
 


