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Upcoming ... 
 

Friday, August 23: 

No School 

Tuesday, August 29: 

Davison High School Open 

House, 6-7:30 p.m. 

School Picture Day at 

Hahn Intermediate 

Siple Elementary PTO 

Meeting, 6:30 p.m.  

Media Center 

Friday, September 1: 

No School 

Monday, September 4: 

No SchoolðLabor Day 

Friday, September 8:  

Siple Elementary Family 

Inflatable Night 

 

 

 

District awards honorary diploma to would-be 1938 gradate 

It was the fall of 1937 and Iris Marie Miles Weatherwax was looking forward to her 

senior year of high school. She had her senior picture taken and was ready to join 

her classmates at the M-15 school building now known as Central 

Elementary. But her school career came to an abrupt halt when 

the school administration learned she had married and was 

pregnant. Because of this, they said, she would not be allowed 

to return to school.  

So while her classmates celebrated commencement the fol-

lowing spring, there was no pomp and circumstance for Iris. 

Until today. 

Iris, who turns 98 in February, was awarded an honorary Davison Community 

Schools diploma from Superintendent Eric Lieske. Surrounded by family at the 

Grand Blanc assisted living center she calls home, Lieske presented the diploma 

and a graduation cap and gown to Iris. 

ñCan I cry now?ò she asked, wiping 

away a tear, when her son, James 

Weatherwax, and niece, Paula Cla-

rambeau, explained what was hap-

pening as school officials and local 

media began to congregate inside 

the living room. 

Iris met her husband, Lloyd, after 

her friend, Edna, pointed him out to 

her while he was driving a team of 

horses near his familyôs farm on 

Hubbard Road. The two met and the 

rest was history. 

Lloyd went into the service and went off to fight the war while Iris tended to newborn 

James, who turns 80 next June. The couple would go on to have a total of four chil-

dren, with Lloyd Jr. coming next, followed by Kay and Jerry. They grew up next to 

their grandparents and cousins on Hubbard Road in Richfield Township. 

ñThe south side of the road was my grandfatherôs farm and my dad and his two 

brothers lived all in a row,ò James Weatherwax said.  

August 23, 2017 

Iris (nee Miles) Weatherwax thanks Superinten-
dent Eric Lieske for presenting her with an honor-
ary diploma.  
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James and Paula remember when their grandmother and 

mother worked as cooks at the Richfield Center school 

house. When their grandmother decided to retire, Iris began working full time at the school. She also worked for a 

brief time as a cook at Wheelock Memorial Hospital (formerly located in Goodrich) and for 19 years at Garrison 

Ross Insurance Agency. Iris, along with James, Lloyd Jr. and Jerry also worked at Miles Market (now Zipôs) on M-

15 near Bristol for their uncle Jack, who owned the store. 

ñShe has been a wonderful mother,ò James said. He thanked his cousin Paula for contacting the school district 

after recently learning the story from her aunt about not being able to graduate. 

ñClearly you can see education matters,ò said Superintendent Eric Lieske. ñIt has mattered all these years for 

Iris. It was an honor and privilege to be a part of todayôs celebration.ò 

 

Meet our newest ñKids Firstò teaching staff 

Davison Community Schools welcomes 17 new teachers for the 2017-18 school year. Read on to learn more 

about our newest members to the DCS Family. 

§ Suzanne Binkley is teaching kindergarten at Thomson Elementary. She earned her bache-

lorôs degree in elementary education from Eastern Michigan University and a masterôs degree 

in curriculum and instruction with an emphasis on reading specialty from Concordia University. 

ñI want to give kids the best possible start toward a bright future,ò Suzanne said. ñInvesting in 

children in such a powerful way is an amazing gift.ò Suzanne is married to David, the Career 

Technical Director at Davison High School. They have two daughters, Charlotte and Lily. Su-

zanne enjoys reading, writing, cooking and gardening. She also enjoys many different kinds 

of music and almost always has music playing no matter what task she is working at. 

§ Jennifer Carnell is a first grade teacher at Central Elementary. A University of Michigan-Flint 

graduate, Jennifer is married to Nathan. They have two children, Claire, 5, and Matthew, 3. 

The family also includes dog, Ellie. "I always wanted to be a teacher," Jennifer said. "My mom 

was a teacher and I would always help her in her class. I love working with kids." Jennifer en-

joys spending time with her family and friends, reading and playing volleyball and golf. 

Suzanne 

Jennifer 

Far left, Paula Clarambeau 
presents her aunt with 
graduation cupcakes to 
celebrate. Left, Iris and 
her husband, Lloyd, in the 
top picture. Lloyd passed 
away in 1973. Iris later 
married Art Brink and 
they were married 20 
years before he passed 
away. 


