
Online 

Learning  

Guide  
This guide has been prepared to help answer questions and address topics such as: 

What can I expect with the Davison online program? 

Is online learning right for my student? 

How can I help my online student be successful? 

Special Education and online learning 

What technology needs will my student have as an online student? 

How does the Cardinal Code work for online students? 

Online learning can be a very effective way to learn and is a great option for students who  

are unable to attend classes in person. However, virtual courses are quite different from  

Face-to-Face instruction so it is very important to know what is expected and what kind of 

support students will need in order to be successful. Research shows that students who are 

well prepared and well supported for this experience do better in their classes. 

 

The dedicated staff members of Davison Community Schools have worked together to create  

learning plans for the 2020-2021 school year. Plan priorities are rooted in maintaining high standards  

and expectations for students, providing options for learning and implementing strategies to meet the needs  

of all Davison Community Schools students. Additional resources are located on the District Website.  

 



Welcome ... 
Welcome to the Davison Community Schools online learning program.  Here are some key things you will need to 

know. 

 Classes begin September 8. Your student’s teacher will be in contact with your student prior to this date to share a 

welcome back letter and syllabus and establish a Google classroom. 

 For recording purposes, all K-4th grade online students will be digitally housed at Hill Elementary. Your child will 

still be considered as a student at his “home” school.   

 K-6th grade online students will be assigned an individual online teacher, however; the grade level online teachers 

will work collaboratively. 

 7th-12th grade teachers teach a combination of Face-to-Face and online classes.  

 For special education students, there will be a number of teachers dedicated to assisting students enrolled in the 

online program. 

 We anticipate that most students will return to their home school when they resume face-to-face learning; 

however, we are unable to guarantee this since it will depend on staffing and current enrollment at that building. 

The District has hired more than 20 teachers to exclusively deliver online teaching for the 2020-21 year, which 

means they are no longer in the classroom.  For this reason, we are asking that parents and students who regis-

tered for online learning commit to the program at least for the first semester (end of January). There is a cost to 

providing on-line courses and we build school schedules based on enrollment, so if a lot of students sign up for 

online instruction and then decide they want to return to the classroom we may not be able to accommodate 

them. That being said, nothing is etched in stone and depending on the student’s grade level, the classes the stu-

dent is taking and the enrollment in the face to face courses it may be possible to transition an online student to 

face-to-face instruction but it is not guaranteed—especially for middle school and high school students who have 

six different classes on their schedule. It is easier to transition students from face-to-face instruction to online since 

there are no physical space limitations.  

 Students enrolled in the online program should think of themselves as being in school. They will be expected to log 

in daily and complete daily assignments and tasks every single school day.  

 Parents of each online student who receives special education services and has an IEP or 504 will be contacted  

individually to review and amend, if necessary, their individualized plans. 

 

 



What will an online class look like?  

Teachers will use Google Classroom and the Canvas platform to create on-

line courses. (Google Classroom is NOT the curriculum - it is the method of 

communication between teachers and students. Curriculum will be very 

similar to what students attending Face-to-Face will receive.) The courses 

will either be a Davison-created, Davison Online class, a course created 

with Accelerate Education or Odysseyware online curriculum, or a 3rd party vendor product like BYU, Aventa, etc. In-

struction will be a combination of teacher created videos/demonstrations and already developed online resources. Stu-

dents will have assignments and assessments submitted through the platform used. Teachers will provide feedback and 

give grades.  

Does my student have to check in every day? 

Yes. Students should expect daily outcomes, as opposed to weekly outcomes, in their learning. They should expect 

homework, assignments and assessments of their knowledge and understanding of the course standards and content.  

Further interaction may occur with additional email communication and live chats like Zoom or Google Meet/Chat. Stu-

dents should expect to invest an hour each day for each subject/class period they are taking online. 

Does my student have to log in at a certain time every day? 

No, however a student may be expected to join and participate in a Zoom or Google Meet with his/her class. 

Is the Davison online program similar to what is offered following the COVID-19 shutdown? 

No. The  online learning for the 2020-2021 school year will look a lot different than what the District offered last spring. 

It will be much more robust and rigorous and require significantly more time than was required during the mandated 

school closure last year. All of the District’s teachers will be receiving professional development in August on how to 

design, implement and deliver online coursework. Not all teachers will teach online classes and we may have teachers 

that only teach online classes, but all teachers will be trained so that in the event we are mandated to close school 

again we will be poised to immediately move to an online instructional model for all students.  

Will all elective courses be available to online students?  

Probably not. Many electives such as woodshop and automotive technology would be difficult to teach and assess only 

online.  

If I choose online learning, will the teacher be available to interact with via Zoom? Or an-

swer questions they have during school hours?  

Teachers may interact with students virtually through Zoom, Google Hangout Meets, or another platform; how fre-

quently and when will depend on the course. In an online setting, the responses to questions are not as immediate as 

they would be in a face-to-face setting and teachers may also be teaching during the school day . DCS online classes will 

follow the 24-hour rule for responding to questions, Students or parents should receive a response within 24 hours ex-

cept on the weekends.   

General Information ... 



If a student does not complete the work on the day it is given, can they complete it the next 

day?  

Students who choose the online option will be expected to follow the same guidelines as those students who attend in 

person instruction. If an assignment is due on a certain day, it will be due regardless of whether or not a student is attend-

ing face-to-face or online.  

Students who choose the online option will be expected to work four hours a day. What if 

the student gets the work done before the four hour time period?  

Expectations for online learning will be dependent on the grade level of the student and how many courses he/she is 

taking online. Parents and students should plan on spending roughly 1 to 1.5 hours per day/per subject area.  

If a student does not complete the work on the day it is given, can they complete it the next 

day?  

Students who choose the online option will be expected to follow the same guidelines as those students who attend in 

person instruction. If an assignment is due on a certain day, it will be due regardless of whether or not a student is attend-

ing face-to-face or online.  

Would an online student be marked as absent if they did not check in for the day?  

Yes. Some form of two-way communication between the student and instructor must occur. The frequency of that two 

way communication will vary depending on the students grade level. Elementary students should have daily communi-

cation while secondary students, at a minimum, must have at least weekly two way communication.  

Special Education … 

 Every student who chooses the online program and has an IEP or 504 will have their plans completely reviewed 

and, if needed, amended. 

 Students receiving special education services will be assigned a case manger (special education teacher) who will 

be working with the general education teacher to deliver instruction and help in a variety of ways, including but not 

limited to tutorial videos, providing example problems, meeting virtually, email communication and consulting with 

parents. 

 Online learning for the special education student will be more family directed and the student will need a sup-

portive adult in the home who can serve as a learning coach. 

 Additional help will be available to students who reach out. In some cases, a family member may need to reach out 

since it may be harder for a teacher to determine if extra support is needed because there is no in-person contact 

with the student. 

 The expectation is that special education students will reach their goals as written in the IEPs. 

 Speech, occupational and physical therapy as well as social work services will be offered virtually through parental 

consultation and coaching.  Some goals will need to be reviewed and amended for the online environment. 

 



Technology … 

 The District has ordered and is currently waiting for Chromebooks to be delivered so that every K-12 Davison stu-

dent will receive a district-issued Chromebook to use during the school year. Until all Chromebooks arrive 

(expected sometime in the fall), our initial plan is to provide every student in grades 7-12 and all online K-6th grade 

students with a district-issued Chromebook on the first day of school.  Chromebooks for online students will be 

distributed the first week of school. You will be contacted by your child’s home school building to arrange a time to 

pick up the device. 

 The student is responsible for the care of the Chromebook. If you encounter difficulties with your Chromebook or 

online learning, or have technical issues that cannot be resolved with the assistance of the teacher, please email  

our Technology Department staff at helpdesk@davisonschools.org. 

 For internet access, Spectrum (Charter), Xfinity (Comcast) and AT&T may offer internet access for free for 60 days 

to new customers with students. (Please note that the District is merely providing this information as a courtesy, 

and does not have any involvement with these providers or their conditions for service.)  

 Spectrum: 844-488-8395  

 Xfinity: 855-846-8376  

 AT&T: 855-220-5211 

 You can also check www.everyoneon.org/find-offers to find solution for your internet needs. If you need further 

assistance, please contact your student’s school building office to leave a message for one our friendly Technology 

staff members. 

 The Technology Department has put together a video tutorial on how to connect a Chromebook to WiFi and log 

into a Student Account. Click here to watch: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R2TU6P8s_f4&feature=youtu.be  

Netiquette 

 Please see the Cardinal Code expectations for online learning at the end of this 

guide but here are some general rules of thumb for good digital citizenship: 

 In most situations, typing in ALL CAPS is inappropriate and considered as yell-

ing.  

 Knowing how to properly submit your work is key to your success as an 

online student. Ignoring the instructions of your online instructor is a 

common example of bad netiquette. 

 Think before you type. A passing comment spoken in class can be 

forgotten a few minutes later but what you share in an online 

classroom is part of a permanent digital record. A good rule of 

thumb to follow is if you’re comfortable standing up in front of a classroom and saying your message, then it’s 

most likely OK to share. 

 Don’t talk over everyone. It’s just bad manners in any class to talk over the teacher or your classmates during a 

presentation. The best practice as an online student is that once a presentation begins, mute yourself. If there is a 

time when the presenter needs interaction, then it is OK to unmute and participate. 

https://www.everyoneon.org/find-offers
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R2TU6P8s_f4&feature=youtu.be


Tips for Success … 

Understand online learning practices and expectations. The first to realize is that online courses are not necessarily 

an easier way to learn, but rather a more convenient one. To successfully learn online, you need to dedicate a signifi-

cant amount of time and fully commit to your learning process, just as you would do for a regular course.  

Set daily goals. Setting a clear goal can help you stay motivated and beat procrastination. The goal should be specific 

and easy to measure, such as “I’ll watch all the videos in lesson 1 and complete the Review Questions at the end of the 

chapter.”  

Create a dedicated study space. Ensure that your learning space is quiet, organized and available for use at any time. 

Remove any distractions from the space, and if possible, make it separate from your bed or sofa. A clear distinction 

between where you study and where you take breaks can help you focus.  Furthermore, ask your friends and family to 

respect your “school mode” and turn off your phone and log off of all social networks when studying; you will want to 

be neither interrupted nor distracted. 

Schedule time to study on your calendar. Open your calendar and choose a predictable, reliable time that you can 

dedicate to watching lectures and completing assignments. This helps ensure that your courses won’t become the last 

thing on your to-do list. Creating a study calendar that will help you remember all important dates, like exams, or 

deadlines for submitting your assignments. You can save your calendar in your computer or in your mobile device, or 

you can even create a wall planner, which you can mark up and check every time you study. 

Set time limits. Before you start studying, estimate how much time each task will take to complete, whether it is a spe-

cific assignment or simply reading a chapter. Try to stick to your time limits, as this will help you develop your self-

discipline. Furthermore, when you realize that despite your best efforts you cannot concentrate, consider stopping for 

an hour or for the night; it is better to wait until you are able to start afresh than to waste your time trying to focus. 

Stay on schedule. Finally, stick to your study plan. Procrastination is the worst enemy of online learners, so make sure 

that you stay organized and you are not falling behind in your online class. If you are having difficulties submitting your 

assignments on time, contact your online course instructor and let them know, so that they can help you create a con-

sistent study routine. 

Ask for help when you need it. While it may be constructive to look for answers to your online course-related ques-

tions independently, hesitating to contact your online instructor when you are stuck may be problematic. If you don’t 

ask for help when necessary, you may end up falling behind, which may lower your self-esteem, as you may not be 

able to keep up with the online course. Build a relationship with your online instructor and avoid misunderstandings by 

contacting them regularly and informing them who you are, and how you could use their help. By asking your online 

instructors to clarify problems, you will also help them not only to evaluate learners' level of understanding of the 

online material, but also to get an idea of the overall effectiveness of the online course. Finally, due to the open nature 

of online courses, by asking a question, you also help at the same time your virtual classmates, in case they are having 

similar difficulties. Keep in mind that if you don’t ask for help when you need it, your online instructor may never know 

that something is wrong. 

Take study breaks. Your performance will decrease if your are feeling tired or frustrated while studying. Integrate 

some personal time into your study routine and you will be able to work more effectively on your online course goals. 

When taking a break, make sure that you get away from your study space; you need to have a change of scenery. A 

mild physical activity, such as a walk around the block, will help you maintain balance, renew energy, and go back to 

studying with a clear mind.  

Source: Getting The Most Out Of Your eLearning Course: 10 Study Tips For Online Learners 



Meet our online teachers … 

The following teachers have been hired to teach Davison online classes. 

Kindergarten 

Sarah Howes   showes@davisonschools.org 

Rachel McKinnon   rmckinnon@davisonschools.org 

Megan Romanik   mkromanik@davisonschools.org 

First Grade 

Rebecca McConnell  rmcconnell@davisonschools.org 

Jacqueline Brisbin  jbrisbin@davisonschools.org 

Kara Vergison   kvergison@davisonschools.org 

Second Grade 

Amanda Barrett   abarrett@davisonschools.org 

Ashley Romine   aromine@davisonschools.org 

DeAngela Garety-Worrell  dgarety@davisonschools.org 

Third Grade 

Becky Romzek   bromzek@davisonschools.org 

Kim Macko   kmacko@davisonschools.org 

Jaynie Shiflett   jshiflett@davisonschools.org 

Fourth Grade 

Ellen Meinecke   emeinecke@davisonschools.org 

Mike Kennedy   mkennedy@davisonschools.org 

Tammy Trombley   ttrombley@davisonschools.org 

Fifth Grade 

Christa Parks   cparks@davisonschools.org 

Jenny Berhe   jberhe@davisonschools.org 

Dianna DeSilva   ddesilva@davisonschools.org 

Sixth Grade 

Ben Price   bprice@davisonschools.org 

Ashley Horton   ahorton@davisonschools.org 

Theresa Jones   tjones@davisonschools.org 

Davison High School 

Ron Jacobs, Principal  rjacobs@davisonschools.org 

Davison Middle School 

Josie Paquette, Principal  jpaquette@davisonschools.org 

Davison Alternative Education 

Jerry Piger, Principal  jpiger@davisonschools.org 

Curriculum Director 

Angela Hards   ahards@davisonschools.org 

Executive Director of Student Services (including Special Education/CAP) 

Holly Halabicky,    hhalabicky@davisonschools.org 

 

 



GRADES K – 4 

GRADES K – 4 

DAVISON COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 

BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS MATRIX 

  

DISTANCE LEARNING 
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 Think before you post; 
remember it is permanent. 

 Promote a positive image of 
yourself online. 

 Log out of the device when 
you are finished. 

A A
tt

e
n

ti
ve

 

 Stop and listen when the 
teacher is talking. 

 Follow school, home and 
teacher guidelines. 

 Be thoughtful with 
information you find online. 
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 Give credit when using 
other people’s work. 

 Communicate in a kind way. 
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 Use only approved sites. 

 Protect your private 
information. 

 Follow the DCS Acceptable 
Use Policy (AUP). 

S 

Su
p

p
o

rt
iv

e
 

 Report cyberbullying to 
your teacher. 

 Encourage others to 
communicate kindly. 



GRADES 5 – 12 

DAVISON COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 

BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS MATRIX 

 VIRTUAL 

CLASSROOM 

INDEPENDENT 

LEARNING 

ONLINE 

COMMUNICATION 
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 Think before you post; 
remember it is 
permanent. 

 Promote a positive 
image of yourself online. 

 Log out of the device 
when you are finished. 

 Report cyberbullying to 
your teacher. 

 Encourage others to 
communicate kindly. 

 Give credit when using 
other people’s work. 

 Communicate in a kind 
way. 

 Follow school, home and 
teacher guidelines. 

 Be thoughtful with 
information you find 
online. 
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 Log in before meeting 
starts. 

 Be ready. 

 Leave on time when 
meeting is over. 

 Be sure to log off. 

 Check your 
email/communication 
regularly and on time. 

 Respond to 
communication within 
24 hours. 

 Create a schedule to 
complete all work. 

 Turn in work by deadline. 

 Check to make sure work 
was received in a timely 
manner. 
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 Take turns talking. 

 Remain in view. 

 Participate actively. 

 Exhibit good manners. 

 Respect office/available 
hours 

 Allow 24 hours for 
teachers to respond. 

 Use greetings such as 
“Hello,” “Thank you,” 
“Good Morning.” 

 Spell out words, without 
abbreviations. 

 Follow directions. 

 Respectfully disagree. 

 Keep your work area 
organized. 
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 Use only school-
approved meeting sites. 

 Dress appropriately. 

 Get permission of 
anyone in view. 

 Have a safe, quiet 
learning environment. 

 Be cautious using “reply 
all” not to include 
personal information 
that would be shared 
with everyone. 

 Only send content to 
known person. 

 Report problems to an 
adult. 

 Ask for permission to 
visit unassigned 
websites. 

 Report to an adult if an 
unknown person 
attempts to chat online. 

 Protect your private 
information. 

 Follow the DCS 
Acceptable Use Policy 
(AUP). 

S 

Su
p

p
o

rt
iv

e
 

 Problem solve 
technology issues. 

 Be open to new ways of 
learning. 

 Use “chat” feature to get 
help. 

 Use search when trying 
to locate a 
communication you can’t 
find. 

 Check “Sent” or “Draft. 

 Use search channels to 
help find answers when 
possible. 

 Ask for help in an 
appropriate way. 
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