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Course Essential Questions (from Phase I report):

How can writing be improved?
How can understanding a novel lead to better writing?
What does character development have to do with writing?
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Essential Questions: Essential Understanding:
* Why is it important to understand the main *  Understanding the main character provides
character in a story? insight into why behaviors, conflicts, and

other characters respond the way they do.

Knowledge of existing characters in novels

aids in character development for

* What role do secondary characters play in a | novel/story writing.

story? f * Secondary characters are used to help move

the plot of a story along. These characters

and their reactions provide a stimulus for

the main character to respond to. Good

writing includes exciting secondary

* What is point of view? characters as part of character development.

* Point of view can be: first person, third
person subjective, third person objective, or
third person omniscient. Knowing the

» What impact does the tone have on a story? impact of each point of view aids in creating
a more exciting story.

¢ Understanding author tone will allow a
reader to identify any bias on the author’s
part.

* Understanding how tone can effect
interpretation creates author awareness
when writing.

Reading Standards for Literature Grade 9-10

RL.9-10.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the
course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an
objective summary of the text.

RL.9-10.3. Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations)
develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the
theme.

RL.9-10.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including
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figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on
meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place; how it sets a formal or
informal tone).

RL.9-10.5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it
(e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as mystery,
tension, or surprise.

RL.9-10.6. Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of literature
from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world literature.

RL.9-10.7. Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic mediums,
including what is emphasized or absent in each treatment (e.g., Auden’s “Musée des Beaux Arts” and
Breughel’s Landscape with the Fall of Icarus).

RL.9-10.9. Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a specific work (e.g.,
how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play
by Shakespeare)

RL.9-10.10. By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and
poems, in the grades 9-10 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high
end of the range.

Writing Standards Grade 9-10

« Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid picture of the
experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.

+ Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed, or resolved
over the course of the narrative.

W.9-10.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

W.9-10.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.
Standards for Speaking and Listening Grade 9-10

SL.9-10.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9-10 topics, texts, and issues, building on
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

* Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on
that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate
a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.

» Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making (e.g., informal consensus,
taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate views), clear goals and deadlines, and individual
roles as needed.

» Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to
broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or
challenge ideas and conclusions.

* Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement, and,
when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and understanding and make new connections in
light of the evidence and reasoning presented.

Language Standards Grade 9-10

L.9-10.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

» Use parallel structure.*

+ Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial, prepositional, absolute)
and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) to convey specific meanings and add
variety and interest to writing or presentations.

L.9-10.3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to
make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.
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* Write and edit work so that it conforms to the guidelines in a style manual (e.g., MLA Handbook,
Turabian’s Manual for Writers) appropriate for the discipline and writing type.

L.9-10.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases
based on grades 9-10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

* Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or function
in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

» Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of
speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate, advocacy).

* Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both
print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its
part of speech, or its etymology.

» Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the
inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).

L.9-10.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word

meanings.
* Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and analyze their role in the text.

* Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.

L.9-10.6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases,
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level;
demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase
important to comprehension or expression.

Character(s) importance in a story * Analyze characters and develop a strong character
* The general guidelines for plot development set on their own

using characters and point of view. * Analyze plot structure to help develop more

* The writing process may include multiple interesting writing

revisions. * Create an opinion paper

* Analyze point of view and experiment with
writing stories from a different point of view.

» Answer in-depth questions regarding story,
development, characters, and point of view and
reflect on the impact they have on my own writing.

it
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Common Summative Unit Assessments:

Agreed Upon Interim Summative
Assessments: (*identifies Performance Task)

* How does understanding the stages of plot create
a stronger story?

* What is the impact of setting in a story?

* What types of conflict exist and what is the
importance of conflict in a story?

* What role does dialogue play in writing?

* How can a writer utilize the writing process to
develop and strengthen his/her writing for a
specific purpose and audience?

Writing Standards Grade 9-10

standards 1-3 above.)

Language Standards Grade 9-10

or speaking.
» Use parallel structure.*

interest to writing or presentations.

Essential Understanding:
* The stages of plot include: exposition, rising
action, climax, falling action, and resolution.
Carefully developing each area creates a stronger
sense of suspended disbelief and reader interest.

» Setting often creates the mood for the story.
Having a solid setting when writing a story
allows for a clearer visual interpretation of
events.

+ Character v. character, character v. nature,
character v. machine, character v. self, character
v. supernatural, character v. society, and character
v. destiny are all types of conflict that exist in
stories. When writing a story, determining the
type of conflict you will use becomes essential to
plot development.

» Dialogue plays the role of allowing the reader to
see character interactions and internal feelings of
characters.

e Being aware of the writing process allows for a
writer to create a fluid document that can be
modified to fit certain audience types.

W.9-10.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in

| W.9-10.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a
new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.
W.9-10.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

L.9-10.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing

* Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial, prepositional, absolute) and
clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) to convey specific meanings and add variety and
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L.9-10.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing.

* Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more closely related independent
clauses.

Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation.
* Spell correctly.

L.9-10.3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make
effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.

* Write and edit work so that it conforms to the guidelines in a style manual (e.g., MLA Handbook,
Turabian’s Manual for Writers) appropriate for the discipline and writing type.

L.9-10.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on
grades 9-10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

* Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or function in a
sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

* Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of speech
(e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate, advocacy).

* Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print
and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech,
or its etymology.

* Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred
meaning in context or in a dictionary).

L.9-10.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word
meanings.

* Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and analyze their role in the text.
* Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.

L.9-10.6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient
for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate
independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to
comprehension or expression.

* The types of conflicts e Analyze conflict and write stories to
* Purpose of fiction include in-depth conflicts.
* The writing process e Explain how conflict is developed and

resolved. Use these findings to include
_various forms of conflict in your writing.
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e Create a variety of fiction stories in varying
lengths and to fit different audiences.
Write an anecdote.

¢ Proofread for understanding, plot and
character development issues. Edit own
writing to include these revisions.

Common Summative Unit Assessments: ] Agreed Ubox; Interim Summative

il
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Essential Understanding:

CH

Essenﬁal uestin

o How can knowing the parts of speech help a | * Knowing the parts of speech allows a writer to have a
writer improve detail? toolbox of material(s) to go to when writing sentences or

papers.

* How can changing sentence variety add to a | * Changing sentence variety allows for a writer to
written piece? experiment with style and reduce boredom by the reader.

* Newspaper writing is essentially the same as essay

' » How is newspaper writing different than writing only word choice in newspaper style must be
essay writing? more precise.
» Words carry connotations with them and the
* How does word choice affect reader connotations may make a word sound different than the
understanding? author intended. Understanding word connotation

ensures the true meaning is given.

EACR 1N} Naal (1d 1O INIoTrmat A
R1.9-10.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative,
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and
tone (e.g., how the language of a court opinion differs from that of a newspaper).
Writing Standards Grade 9-10

W.9-10.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique,
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well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.
+ Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation, establishing one or
multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of
experiences or events.
+ Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and multiple plot lines, to
develop experiences, events, and/or characters.
+ Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to create a coherent
whole.
» Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid
picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.
+ Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed, or resolved over
the course of the narrative.
W.9-10.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined
in standards 1-3 above.)
W.9-10.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or
trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and
audience.
W.9-10.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared
writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to display
information flexibly and dynamically.
W.9-10.7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a
self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate;
synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subjecit’under
investigation.
-W.9-10.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.
* Apply grades 9-10 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how an author draws on and
transforms source material in a specific work [e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from
Ovid or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare]”).
* Apply grades 9-10 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the
argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is
relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and fallacious reasoning™).

W.9-10.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.
L.9-10.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

» Use parallel structure.*

« Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial, prepositional, absolute)
and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) to convey specific meanings and add
variety and interest to writing or presentations.

L.9-10.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.
* Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more closely related independent

clauses.
* Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation.

* Spell correctly.

L.9-10.3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts,
to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or
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listening.
* Write and edit work so that it conforms to the guidelines in a style manual (e.g., MLA Handbook,
Turabian’s Manual for Writers) appropriate for the discipline and writing type.

L.9-10.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word
meanings.

* Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and analyze their role in the text.
* Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.

L.9-10.6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases,
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level;
demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase
im ortant to com rehensmn or expressmn

* Parts of speech *Write exciting sentences.
* Sentence/word variety * Write sentences of varying lengths.
» Styles of writing * Write newspaper paragraphs/pages

Agreed Upon-llnterlm Summatlve Assessments .
(*identifies Performance Task)

Essentlal Questlons. Essentlal Understandmg

* What is symbolism? * Symbolism is representing something by a
symbol, object, action, or idea.

* Why is symbolism important? * Understanding the purpose of symbolism allows a
writer to attach personal meaning to a paper.

» What is the purpose of visual imagery? * Visual imagery, in the form of pictures, artwork,
or word “games”, allows for a writer to create

L
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| mental images in the reader’s mind.

» How can writing be more descriptive? | < Descriptive writing should focus on the senses
(sight, sound, taste, touch, smell) to add stronger
understanding to a piece.

* How do I use my understanding of grammar,» Writing is a recursive process that allows for

usage, and mechanics to convey myself cleprlghanges and alterations to original texts.

in writing? :

o

Reading Standards for Literature Grade 9-10
RL.9-10.7. Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic mediums,

including what is emphasized or absent in each treatment (e.g., Auden’s “Musée des Beaux Arts” and
Breughel’s Landscape with the Fall of Icarus).

RL.9-10.9. Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a specific work (e.g., how
Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by
Shakespeare)

Writing Standards Grade 9-10

W.9-10.1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

« Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an
organization that establishes clear relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

« Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each while pointing out the strengths
and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level and concerns.

Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the
relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and
counterclaims.

- Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions
of the discipline in which they are writing.

« Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.

W.9-10.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique,
well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.

+ Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation, establishing one or
multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of
experiences or events.

+ Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and multiple plot lines, to
develop experiences, events, and/or characters.

+ Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to create a coherent
whole.

« Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid picture of the
experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.

+ Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed, or resolved over
the course of the narrative.

W.9-10.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in
standards 1-3 above.)

W.9-10.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a
new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.
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W.9-10.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared
writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to display
information flexibly and dynamically.

W.9-10.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

L 9 10 1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

+ Use parallel structure.*

« Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial,

prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) to convey
specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing or presentations.

L.9-10.3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to
make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.
* Write and edit work so that it conforms to the guidelines in a style manual (e.g., MLA Handbook,
Turabian’s Manual for Writers) appropriate for the discipline and writing type.

L.9-10.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based

on grades 9-10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

* Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or function in

a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

* Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of speech

(e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate, advocacy).

» Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both

print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part

of speech, or its etymology.

* Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred
.meaning in context or in a dictionary).

L.9-10.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word
meanings.

* Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and analyze their role in the text.
* Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.

L.9-10.6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases,
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level;
demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase
important to comprehension or expression.

e Symbolism * Analyze the use of symbolism in prose and create
e Visual imagery symbolic pieces of interest.

e The writing process * Understand and create visual imagery

e Peer editing as a constructive top! Use the writing process to create descriptive essays

* Peer edit with confident constructive criticism.
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Common Summatlve Umt Assessments.

Agreed Upon Intenm Summatlve Assessments.
(*identifies Performance Task)

Essentlal Questlons. .
» How can setting be established effectively?

* How can characters be effectively portrayed?

* Where do 1 begin when writing a novella?

» How do I know which point of view to use?

* How can [ incorporate dialogue?

* What choices can I make in language and
sentence structure to add to the meaning and
style of my piece?

upda(ed 4/2013

iissel;tial I‘Jnders.tanding:

* Creating a mental picture in the reader’s mind will aid
in creating a solid setting. This includes using
descriptive language and sentence variety to add
meaning.

* Creating a character analysis form before writing about
characters will ensure the writer has thought about all
sides of a character.

» After the character analysis sheets have been filled out,
a plot diagram, listing the main events at each stage of
the plot will create a solid starting point to a novella.

» It is important to use a point of view that adds to the
believability of the story; for example, if the story being
told by a person in the story is important for a reliable
narrator, then first person should be used.

* Dialogue between characters can be incorporated easily
using the appropriate punctuation.

» Creating an interesting written piece includes having
choices and variations in sentence structure and length.
Meaning and purpose of a written piece can be better
enhanced through use of various literary devices.




Writing Standards Grade 11-12
W.11-12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and

information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.

* Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new element builds on
that which precedes it to create a unified whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures,
tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

* Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, extended definitions,
concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of
the topic.

* Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and
clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts.

* Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to
manage the complexity of the topic.

* Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the
discipline in which they are writing.

* Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation
presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic).

W.11-12.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique,
well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.

* Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation and its significance,
establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth
progression of experiences or events.

* Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and multiple plot lines, to
develop experiences, events, and/or characters.

» Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to create a coherent whole
and build toward a particular tone and outcome (e.g., a sense of mystery, suspense, growth, or resolution).

» Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid picture of the
experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.

* Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed, or resolved over the
course of the narrative.

W.11-12.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in
standards 1-3 above.)

W.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a
new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.
W.11-12.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared
writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information.

W.11-12.8. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced
searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and
audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and
overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation.

W.11-12.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and

research.

* Apply grades 11-12 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-,
nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century foundational works of American literature, including how two or
more texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics”).

* Apply grades 11-12 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in
seminal U.S. texts, including the application of constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning [e.g., in
U.S. Supreme Court Case majority opinions and dissents] and the premises, purposes, and arguments in
works of public advocacy [e.g., The Federalist, presidential addresses]”).
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W.11-12.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes.

Language Standards Grade 11-12

L.11-12.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or
speaking.
* Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change over time, and is sometimes

contested.
* Resolve issues of complex or contested usage, consulting references (e.g., Merriam-Webster s Dictionary of
English Usage, Garner's Modern American Usage) as needed.

L.11-12.3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make
effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.

* Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., Tufte’s Artful Sentences) for guidance as needed; apply
an understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts when reading.

L.11-12.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on
grades 11-12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

+ Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or function in a
sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

+ Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of speech (e.g.,
conceive, conception, conceivable).

+ Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print
and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech,
its etymology, or its standard usage.

+ Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred
meaning in context or in a dictionary).

L.11-12.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.

+ Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze their role in the text.
» Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.

L.11-12.6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient
for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate
independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to
comprehension or expression.
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Symbolism
Visual Imagery
Dialogue

The stages of plot
Character analysis

T

° Create an effectlve example of symbohsm to
incorporate into a novella.

* Create an original example of visual imagery to
incorporate in a book cover.

* Create effective, correctly punctuated dialogue
between characters in a novella.

* Develop a sound plot around a stated conflict.

» Create solid, multisided characters in both a static and

dynamic format.
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Agreed Upon Interim Summative Assessments.
(*identifies Performance Task)
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